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WARMUN AGED-CARE FACILITY 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.05 pm]: 
In July this year, during a visit to the Warmun community, I was stunned to learn that its aged-care facility, built 
in 2014, remained unused because plumbing issues had not been resolved. The $12 million facility was built under 
Western Australian natural disaster relief and recovery arrangements funding, following the 2011 floods, as part 
of the Warmun community rebuild. A variety of factors have contributed to the facility lying dormant, including 
a high turnover of community leadership in Warmun, an inability to source an accredited aged-care provider and 
the infrastructure works required to bring the site up to certified standards. 
We should be very clear that we can find no direct link between this project and the Warmun fraud case. The 
original works were managed by Building Management and Works, not the Department of Housing. However, the 
fraud case has left the community traumatised. It has moved through several CEOs in three years, which has 
undoubtedly contributed to this issue remaining unresolved. 
The McGowan government acted immediately to get funds and processes to support the opening of the Warmun 
aged-care facility. Working with Minister Ben Wyatt, we allocated $500 000 to fix the water and plumbing issues 
that have been unresolved for five years. Through the Kimberley Development Commission, the state government 
has secured a commitment from the federal government to provide ongoing operational funding for the facility if 
certain remediation and accreditation conditions are met. The commonwealth has funded an assessment of the 
remediation works required to accredit the building, and our government’s funding will be used to complete those 
works in the new year. The Warmun community wants ageing Kija people to have quality care on country, and 
our investment is the first step to providing that long-awaited outcome for the community. 
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